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Classical Liberalism: "Self-correction” and Evolution
Liu Yu'an

Abstract: Liberalism once was an important ideological weapon of the western bourgeoisie to fight

against feudalism. It is also one of the sources of contemporary western social value system and currently still

has extensive, profound influences in the western countries. In different stages of capitalist development, there
had been major corrections and supplement to the traditional liberalist thoughts according to the practical

conditions, evolving into many genres. Although the concept of liberalism has been overused or even misused,

its basic essence is still clearly seen. With the change and development of the capitalist mode of" production,

liberalism is also in constant development and change. Describing the origin and evolution of liberalism not

only greatly helps to understand modern western thought, but provides reference materials for our efforts to

foster socialist values.

Reywords: classical liberalism, religious reform, economic crisis, Keynesianism
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