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A Brief Account of Engels' View on American Labor Movement in His Later Years

Gao Jianming Jiang Rui

Abstract: In his later years, Engels's view on American labor movement mainly consists of two parts. Before 1886, he put
emphasis on the advance of American labor movement, while after that, he gave priority to its tortuousness instead. In other words,
Engels considered American labor movement as an unity of advance and tortuousness. Engels also pointed out three reasons why
American labor movement was full of tortuousness, which became the core argument of American Exceptionalism afterwards. His
view mentioned above is quite right, but at the same time, he neglected other factors that blocked the advance of American labor
movement, such as America’s republican tradition and the restraining influence on a third party caused by the Democratic and
Republican parties.
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