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East Asia: A Comparative Analysis of South Korea, Singapore and the Philip—
pines
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[Abstract] Cooptation is regarded as an important factor to improve the durability of au—
thoritarian regimes. Scholars, represented by Gandhi, discussed the effect of legislature
cooptation from the aspect of political institution, and analyzed the mechanism by the
model of rational choice. This article, taking East Asian countries including South Korea,
Singapore, and the Philippines as cases, more comprehensively analyzes the effect of co—
optation of legislatures, parties, and administrations on durability of authoritarian re—
gimes. Also, proposes the mechanism of competitive restraints. The results of cases show
that, the stronger the cooptation of political institutions is, the oppositional forces are
more likely to be restrained, and the regime is more likely to sustain; but on the other
hand, while oppositional forces grows rapidly, the regime is more likely to break down.
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