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An Analysis of National Bandwagon Activity under the

Perspective of Bandwagon Theory

Take the Example of Bandwagon Policy of Thailand,

England and Japan to America

Yang Luhui Li Caijun

Abstract: After World War II, Thailand, Britain and Japan launched a bandwagon
policy to America in the USA-led alliance framework. As opposed to either the
special relationship between Britain and USA or Japan's comprehensive bandwagon
policy to USA, Thailand's bandwagon policy towards America hasevolved into
limited bandwagon by the 1970s from comprehensive Bandwagon. What is the causes
for the formation of Thailand's policy of limited bandwagon to the USA?. In this
paper, the analytical framework of bandwagon theory is constructed to answer this
question by combining the hierarchicalanalysis method and elements in bandwagon
theory.Specifically, this framework integrates three mechanisms—threats, interests
and decision-makers' cognition, which correspond tothe system, the country and the
individual level of analysis respectively. On the basis of a brief comparative analysis
of the characteristics of the bandwagon policiesof Britain, Japan and Thailand to USA,
the author exploresboth causes and impacts of Thailand's limited Bandwagon policy

to USA.

Keywords: Theory of Bandwagoning Alliance Relationships Limited Bandwagon

Level of Analysis
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